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LIBRARY SERVICE IN A BASE HOSPITAL 

By Ola M. Wyeth 
Hospital Librarian, Camp Wadsworth, South Carolina 

Nearly one hundred U. S. Army and Navy hospitals have been 
equipped with libraries, many of them with trained women librarians 
in charge. This service has been established for patients, medical 
officers, nurses and enlisted men, by the American Library Associa- 
tion in cooperation with the medical officers in command of hospitals 
and the Red Cross. 

The first library established was at the base hospital at Camp 
Wadsworth, S. C. The work of this library is typical. Its beginning 
was in a corner of the chaplain's office. Though the books in this 
collection at first were few, they were in constant circulation, for the 
patients were eager to read. 

After about a month in these quarters, the library was moved to 
the chapel, which is used for services on Sundays. This room is 
cheerful and bright, with windows on all sides. Book cases line the 
walls, and two large reading tables with a well filled magazine rack 
near at hand, provide comfortable reading facilities for the men who 
are able to leave the wards. 

It is the popular idea that the men in camps and hospitals read 
chiefly for recreation. True, they do crave stories of adventure, 
especially exciting western stories ; but a surprising amount of serious 
reading and study is done. In this particular library, 1347 books were 
in circulation in one month, and 448 of these were non-fiction. 

In choosing books for a hospital library, many different interests 
must be considered. Military manuals and books on technical sub- 
jects — aviation, engineering, radio-activity, etc. — are in great de- 
mand, for the men are constantly studying for examinations; good 
narratives of the war are needed for those who wish to know more 
about what their life will be like "over there" ; clear analyses of the 
causes of the war convince the men of the justice of the cause for 
which they are to fight ; books descriptive of France and of the French 
people, and those helpful in the study of the French language, are 
needed. Books are on hand to help a man keep abreast of the busi- 
ness or profession he has temporarily given up ; and the library must 
have a general collection of fiction, poetry, drama, biography, philoso- 
phy, travel, etc. 

Patients who are confined to their beds have their books delivered 
directly to them. Every afternoon the librarian, and an orderly de- 
tailed to assist her, fill a book cart and distribute the books in the 
wards, visiting each ward once a week. The boys soon learn their 
day and are disappointed if the little red cart does not appear on 
time. The cart has shelves and is wheeled up to each bedside so that 
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the patient makes his own choice of books. Special requests for books 
not on the cart are noted, and the books desired are delivered later 
in the day, or, if they are not in the library and are desirable, they 
are ordered from headquarters in Washington. 

The nurses often help the men select books, as they know in- 
dividual needs. They take care that the nervous patient does not 
get too exciting a book, and that the men with weak eyes do not read 
too much. The nurses also help the librarian in her understanding 
of the men and their needs. 

A class organized for teaching English to foreigners and 
illiterates depends on the library for textbooks. Fifty-seven easy 
readers in English are in daily use. One of the boys of the medical 
detachment recently received his citizenship papers. About an hour 
later an ofneer was looking for an interpreter and came to see this 
boy. "Are you an Italian ?" he asked. The answer came quickly: 
"No, sir, I am an American, but I speak Italian/' Another answer 
shows the same spirit. "Why do you not come to the library any 
more for Italian books?" the librarian asked the hospital shoemaker. 
"I like very much to read Italian books/' he said, and proudly added, 
"but I am learning to read English." 

Books for the officers and nurses are placed in their own quarters 
for convenient use. These collections supply general reading. When 
material on a special subject is needed, and is not available, the 
librarian recommends books for purchase by the Library War Service 
and borrows additional material from the camp library. The War 
Department has furnished a small reference collection of medical 
books and books on nursing which the hospital library supplements 
with general books and technical magazines. 

Many hospital libraries are housed in the comfortable quarters 
of the Red Cross recreation buildings. 

Hospital library service is being extended overseas by the Ameri- 
can Library Association in cooperation with the Red Cross. 25,000 
specially selected books for hospitals have been sent to France, 5000 
to England, in Red Cross tonnage space, and regular monthly ship- 
ments to both countries have been instituted. These shipments are 
in addition to the fifty tons of books per month requested by General 
Pershing, and authorized by the Government, which have already 
totalled over half a million volumes. 

Library service, which now reaches 41 large camps, over 500 
smaller camps, posts and stations, nearly 100 vessels and 96 hospitals, 
was undertaken in June, 1917, by the American Library Association 
at the request of the Government. The service is made possible by 
gifts of books and money by the American people. 



